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RlsSUMlL - Rectification de nomenclature du 
genre Ellisella Gayet & Meunier, 1991 (Teleostei, 
Ostariophysi, Gyitmotiformes) en Humboldtich- 
thys nom. nov. 

Le nom de genre Ellisella ayant dejd 
atiribue a un cnidaire, nous proposons son rempl a- 
cement par Humboldtichthys nom. nov. 

Key words. - Gymnotiformes - Ellisella - Hum¬ 
boldtichthys - Homonymy. 


In 1991, Gayet & Meunier erected the 
genus Ellisella for a new gymnoti form found in 
the continental Upper Miocene Yecua Formation 
at Rio Mode, in Bolivia. This genus was dedicated 
to M. Ellis who worked on the biology of Recent 
gymnotiforms. Only one species was described for 
this genus, Ellisella kirschbautni Gayet & Meu¬ 
nier, 1991, The genus name Ellisella was already 
attributed to an extant gorgonian cnidarian by 
Gray (1857). We propose to replace the homonym 
Ellisella by Humboldtichthys nom. nov., with one 
species, Humboldtichthys kirschbaumi (Gayet & 
Meunier, 1991). We dedicate the genus Humbold - 
tichthys to Alexander von Humboldt (1769-1859), 
a famous naturalist who studied the gymnotids 
during his trip in northern South America between 
1799 and 1804 (see Gayet, 1996). 


This species was the subject of two pub¬ 
lications about the first and single observation of 
repair morphogenesis in a fossil teleost (Meunier 
and Gayet, 1991), on the one hand, and about a 
tentative phylogenetic reconstruction of both fossil 
and recent gymnoti forms (Gayet et al., 1994), on 
the other hand. 
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